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Others are driven to new love experiences by the rapid dying away
of their emotions, still others flee from some unconscious tie into
frequently changing relationships, without ever being able to satisfy
their longing. The number of motivations, is large and usually they
stem from deep psychic sources. This does not seem to be the case
with Genia; one has the impression that her sexual life is completely
separate from her soul. She resembles those women and girls whose
sexual actions really have very little to do with sexuality conceived
as erotic or sensual experience. Because their emotions are so little
involved in sexual acts, there is no quantitative limit to their poly-
gamy. Genia denies that in addition to the monogamy demanded
by the bourgeois society that she hates, there is also a psychologically
justified, free monogamy. This is because she is emotionally incap-
able of such relationship. She rationalizes her .incapacity with.the
aid of a social ideology. She thinks that she follows the new
'commandment of sexual freedom out of revolutionary enthusiasm,
and in this she is surely right to some extent. But Genia is
unaware of the presence of deep-rooted personal individual causes
that impel her to accept the new commandment uncondition-
ally.

To understand Genia's individual motives we must cast a glance
at her life history. The few things we know about her suffice
to give us some idea of it. She was a fatherless child and from her
earliest childhood she was also deprived of a tender motherly
atmosphere. She lived for some time with her cold, dutiful grand-
mother and later, as we learn from Olga, with various "friends."
These friends were certainly revolutionaries who spent all the ardour
of their emotions for the cause. Which of them had the time or
emotional freedom to pay attention to something so irrelevant as the
emotional life of a little child? Thus this aspect of her life was
doubtless neglected and she learned to love only "ideals,33 not living
beings. She insists that she loves her mother; but hers is an infantile
kind of love that gladly accepts the mother as the giver of all good
things and the ideal prototype, but that is unable to take the
mother's feelings and sufferings into account. Genia's protestations
that she loves men reminds us strongly of the typical,infatuations of
narcissistic adolescent girls, who tie their longing to an object
without really loving it. The duke in Maria Bashkirtseff3s love
fantasies (p. 77) psychologically plays the same role as Lenin or
Comrade Gerasim plays for Genia. In this kind of love choice, the
differences of intellectual level are not psychologically important,
Yet now ajid then Genia displays a very feminine behaviour; she